
THE SURVEY DESIGN: WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FOR

Institute for the Future (IFTF) has a track record of anticipating and tracking some of the most 
substantial trends that have shaped daily life over the past 40 years. The emergence of com-
puting as a communications medium, the evolution of cell phone technology into a globally 
connected youth culture, the transformation of health care into a global health economy, and the 
rise of new practices of sustainability. The Signals Survey is designed to build on these historical 
forecasts by identifying new practices that represent the leading edge of innovation in trends that 
are already visible.

This year, the Signals Survey tracked a number of the same signals as the 2006 Signals Survey, 
but it also probed the edges of innovation with questions about personal avatars in online 
virtual worlds, about mobile health practices, sustainable medicine, new forms of political 
engagement, and the kinds of bonds that form so-called “new diasporas.” The survey included 
61 questions designed for analysis with structural equation modeling, as well as background 
questions on demographics for correlation with the responses to the main signal questions.

THE SURVEY RESPONDENTS: WHO THEY ARE

The survey was conducted online with 1000 U.S. adults aged 18 or older. Data were weighted 
so that the demographics of the sample match national population parameters: 48% were male 
and 52% were female. The age distribution includes 58% between 25 and 54, with 15% over 65. 
Sixty-seven percent worked full or part-time, either for an employer or self-employed. Sixty-two 
percent were married or living with a partner; households were composed of 2-5 people for 77% 
and were distributed across regions and urban-rural divisions to match the national population.

Just over half (54%) of respondents had completed some college education. Nearly half  (48%) 
described themselves as politically moderate, while 34% listed themselves as conservative 
and 18% as liberal. In terms of religion, 79% were Christian; 14% claimed no religion; the 
remainder included Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, and Hindu practitioners.

THE SURVEY ANALYSIS: MAPPING THE SIGNALS

One way to view the results of the survey is to treat each question as a signal and create a kind 
of “signal cloud” that shows the diffusion of key signals across the population. The map in this 

report is such an analysis. This map builds on the foundation of diffusion of innovation theory to 
identify lead innovators, early adopters, majority adaptation, and established practice. These cat-
egories correspond to a range of signal strengths, from weak to strong. In a world of uncertainty, 

clusters of many weak signals are often more useful than a few very strong signals.

In addition to the signals map, this year’s Ten-Year Forecast includes a new index 
for networked citizens that extends IFTF’s earlier networking IQ indexes to look 

specifically at how people are engaged in the world of civil society. For details, 
see “Civil Society: Networked Citizens” in this volume.

PULSE OF THE DECADE: 
2008 TEN-YEAR FORECAST SIGNALS SURVEY

History tells us that 
economic slowdowns are 
times when people clear 

the clutter from their 
lives. They not only gather 

up what’s important from 
the past, but they also 

set out in new directions. 
They reinvent their lives 

out of necessity or  
foresight. What they 
will value, what they 

will choose is often only 
partially visible as the 

old fixtures of daily life 
are discarded. But there 

are always early signals. 
This year’s Ten-Year 

Forecast Signals Survey 
is a guide to some of the 
choices that people will 
make—and are making 
today—as they reinvent 

themselves for the next 
cycle of prosperity.  

In the past decade, the personal computing and communication 
infrastructure of households in the United States has changed 
dramatically, with widespread diffusion of high-speed Internet, 
wireless access, gaming consoles, and even instant messaging. 
Mobile devices have surged, with 90% of respondents reporting 
that they own a mobile phone, while more than half have an MP3 
player. Still in the early-adopter stage are digital video record-
ers, mobile gaming devices, smart phones, and voice-over-IP 
(VOIP) services such as Skype or Vonage. The most important 
signal here is, of course, mobility. Personal infrastructure is no 
longer tied to the house, and the deep diffusion of mobile phones, 
together with the limited diffusion of smart phones at present, 
suggests a clear path for mobile computing and communications, 
as well as a more nomadic lifestyle. 

The so-called Web 2.0 applications that arose from the dust 
of the dot.com crash include some of the most interesting 
weak signals for the coming decade. In just two years since 
the last IFTF survey, many of the “sociability” practices have 
moved out of the lead innovator column and into the early 
adopter column. Even those that haven’t crossed the line yet 
have made huge gains—as much as a four-fold increase—in 
two years. Perhaps most interesting is the rapid evolution of 
life in online virtual worlds and Massively Multiplayer Online 
Games (MMOGs): nearly one-fifth of the population turns to 
these sources for friendship, identity, and escape from the 
worries of everyday reality. 

Online environments provide more feedback to individuals 
about who they are—individually as well as in groups. This 
feedback will become increasingly important in how people craft 
their individual and collective identities. Today, early adopters 
are tracking their health, their spending, and their music habits 
online, among others. These tracking behaviors link them to a 
world of strangers with whom they feel they share a bond. While 
traditional identity markers like politics and religion continue to 
create “imagined communities,” early adopters report they feel 
a bond with strangers who share their interests in art and music 
or who have the same health condition. In fact, music creates a 
bond for more people than any other shared interest—with 47% 
participating in imagined musical communities.

A diet of whole grains, lean meats, abundant vegetables, and 
fruit, in conjunction with 30 minutes of exercise 3 times a 
week, is widely perceived as a healthy lifestyle. With 52-72% 
of respondents citing variations of these guidelines as impor-
tant to health, we could cast them as conventional wisdom. 
Actual behaviors lag somewhat behind. Two patterns are par-
ticularly interesting here. First, the greatest lag is in vegetables, 

with only 17% eating the 4 or more servings of vegetables 
daily, while 69% say that 5-6 servings are important. Second, 
whole grains create a counter-case: 58% believe that half of 
daily carbohydrates should be whole grains, while 69% report 
that half of their daily carbohydrate intake is whole grains.  

Innovations in health care and ideals of healthy lifestyles have 
changed the places where people seek health care and health 
information. Once limited to doctors’ offices and hospitals, 
access to health products and services has opened up, laying 
the foundation for a new mobile health industry. Already, early 
adopters engage in a variety of mobile health practices, from 
seeking routine health care at grocery stores or malls (17%) 
to using mobile phones to find health information for products 
while actually shopping (24%). One weak signal to watch is 
the number of people who subscribe to a mobile service that 
provides health or nutrition information: 12% report this mobile 
health practice, which is comparable to the numbers for other 
leading-edge online activities like posting media online, using 
location-based services, maintaining a personal blog, and  
having an alternate family in an online virtual world. 

The world’s population is currently engaged in what many 
believe is possibly the largest migration in human history. 
For people living in the United States, migration patterns 
span the range from weak signals to practices that border on 
majority adaptation. Nearly half (43%) of respondents have 
migrated for work, while 38% have migrated to be closer to 
family. While only 18% have lived outside the United States 
(14% for work), 22% have family members who live outside 
the country. Some interesting weak signals to track: 7% have 
migrated for accessibility to health care; 6% have migrated  
to avoid or recover from a natural disaster, and 6% have  
migrated to live closer to people who share their political or  
religious views.

The 2006 Signals Survey showed that about half of the U.S. 
population was pursuing so-called sustainability lifestyles 
with a range of consumer and community behaviors. The 
2008 survey shows that these behaviors have rapidly diffused 
to about three-quarters of the population. For example,  
in 2006, 51% bought locally made products; in 2008 Survey, 
76% are buying local. The shift appears to be fueled by 
growing concern about climate change: 80% of survey 
respondents said they believe that global climate change is 
real and are concerned about the impacts on personal health 
(62%), on community health (65%), on biodiversity (70%), 
and on the human species (72%). An important weak signal 
to track here is the concern about the impact of medications 
on the environment: 14% have stopped using medications 
because of their environmental impacts.

THE BIG STORIES
PERSONAL INFRASTRUC-

PERSONAL & COLLECTIVE IDENTITIES

SUSTAINABLE BEHAVIORS

PERSONAL NUTRI-

GLOBAL MOBILITY
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A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE
The 2008 Signals Survey paints a picture of change and innovation in the American landscape. But many of the same signals 
are playing out somewhat differently around the world. Perhaps most importantly, countries of the Global South are beginning 
to speak with a distinct voice that is increasingly coordinated across regions, from Latin America to Southeast Asia and Africa. 
IFTF’s ethnographic research and expert workshops in the past year point to some signals of this new emerging voice.

OPEN SOURCE: THE OTHER PATH TO DEVELOPMENT

After decades of struggling under the debt of large-scale infrastructure projects that have not produced the 
return on investment they hoped for, countries in the Global South are looking to open-source solutions 
for everything from software and hardware to pharmaceuticals and agricultural technologies. Open-source 
strategies not only free these developing nations from the burden of license fees; they also support the 
development of local technological capacity—both people skills and tools. These competencies link to the 
behaviors called “Network Sociability” on our map.  Alliances around open source policies, standards, and 
technologies are one of the key forms of transregional cooperation that are helping the Global South act in 
a more coordinated fashion.  

YOUNG SCIENTISTS: SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY FOR THE SOCIAL GOOD

In expert workshops in developing countries, young scientists are not only focused on their personal  
careers or the success of their countries as new seats of technological proficiency. They are indeed 
focused on these goals, but in addition, they speak more often about the potential of science to solve 
pressing human problems, to address the issues of climate change, and in the case of Muslim countries, 
to realign science with the values of their religion. In effect, they are more likely to express a desire to do 
science for the social good. Also, in these countries, young scientists move more easily across positions in 
the university, private industry, and government—creating an opportunity for them to both influence policy 
and align the practice of science with policy.

E-HEALTH: NEW MODELS OF HEALTH CARE DELIVERY

Countries in the Global South have contended for decades with diseases of poverty—from societally debilitat-
ing infectious diseases like HIV/AIDS to high mortality rates due to the lack of basic health care. With the sur-
prising widespread diffusion of mobile phone technology, even into remote areas of Africa, India, and Southeast 
Asia, mobile health takes on new meanings in these nations. In particular, new e-health tools and practices that 
use mobile technology to provide remote health care in impoverished and isolated areas may actually become 
models for new forms of mobile health care in the industrialized nations of the Global North. While mobile 
health in the United States today is mostly driven by health consumers, innovators in the South are more often 
a tri-sector collaboration of government, business, and civil society organizations cooperating in a public health 
framework. How and where the two models of mobile health will meet is a question worth tracking.  

CLIMATE CHANGE: SUSTAINABILITY VS. SURVIVAL

There is a widespread perception in the Global North that people of the Global South are often too  
occupied with basic survival to care about environmental issues. But global climate change brings the 
issues of survival and environment starkly together for citizens of the South. It is among these most 
impoverished nations that the effects of climate change—from sudden disasters to long-term droughts 
and flooding—will be felt. And already, throughout these countries, we see signs of bottom-up concern as 
well as top-down policies aimed at understanding and mitigating climate change. Indonesia, for example, 
has become the first nation to make a formal pact with a northern nation (United Kingdom) to preserve its 
rainforests in exchange for carbon credits. Meanwhile, from Southeast Asia to Mexico, food riots focus on 
concerns that go beyond the cost of staple foods to include food toxicity from environmental degradation.
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13% › Create media and post it online to be freely accessed by others

11% › Have a personal blog

16% › Belong to an online social networking site like Facebook

7% › Use tagging services like del.ici.ous

11% › Subscribe to RSS feeds from blogs and websites

23% › Read blogs

11% › Use location-based services to share own location with others

9% › Contribute to open-source programming

20% › Use a public wiki like Wikipedia to find information

42% › Watch videos on websites like YouTube

20% › Play massively multiplayer games like World of War-

13% › Participate in an online social virtual world like Second Life or Club Penguin

47% › Share a bond with strangers who share their interest in music

39% › Monitor their health and fitness information online and through other devices

35% › Track music habits online and through other services

32% › Track spending habits online and through other devices

43% › Share a bond with strangers who have the same health condition

41% › Share a bond with strangers who share political beliefs

46% › Share a bond with strangers who share the same faith

35% › Share a bond with strangers who share an interest in art

23% › Use mobile phone to find reviews of a health product at the store or on the way to buy it

7% › Have migrated for easy accessibility to health care

9% › Do routine health care at work at least once a week 

6% › Do routine health care at retail health clinics at least once a week

24% › Use mobile phone to find information about health benefits of a product at the store or on the way to buy it

17% › Do routine health care at grocery stores or a mall at least once a week

57% › Do routine health care at home at least once a week

6% › Do routine health care at a doctor’s office at least once a week

12% › Subscribe to a mobile service that provides health or nutrition information

19% › Take a picture of food or a health product to research later 

22% › Have family members living outside the United States

14% › Have worked outside the United States

18% › Have lived outside the United States

6% › Have migrated to live closer to people who share political or religious views

29% › Have migrated to live somewhere with less crime

38% › Have migrated to be closer to family

43% › Have migrated for work

6% › Have migrated to avoid or recover from a natural disaster

74% › Recycle and purchase recycled goods 

30% › Use public transportation to reduce carbon emissions 73% › Buy products that promise minimal impact on the environment

35% › Stopped using plastic containers because of their environmental impact 

30% › Stopped using household products because of their environmental impact 
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76% › Buy locally made products to reduce transport impact

78% › Buy products that have minimal packaging
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72% › Buy products that support the rights of farmers and laborers

69% › Buy products that have not been tested on animals
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65% › Are concerned about impacts of climate change on their community’s health

72% › Are concerned about impacts of climate change on the human species

14% › Stopped using medications because of their environmental impact

90% › Own a mobile phone

32% › Have a GPS device

39% › Have a mobile gaming device like Nintendo DS

54% › Have a gaming console that works with the TV

17% › Have a VOIP service such as Skype or Vonage

61% › Have an instant messaging service

38% › Have a Tivo or other digital video recorder (DVR)

56% › Own an MP3 player

22% › Own a smart phone like a Blackberry or iPhone 53% › Have wireless Internet access at home

88% ›  Have a high-speed Internet  
connection at home

69% › Believe exercising at least 3 times per week is important

64% › Believe eating three servings daily of calcium-rich food is impor-

72% › Believe eating lean meat, poultry, or fish every week is important
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38% › Eat 3 or more servings of calcium-rich food daily
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14% › Find support for real life problems in MMOGs or virtual worlds

11% ›  Have an alternate family in 
an online virtual world
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■ Mobile Health

■ Global Mobility

■ Sustainable Behaviors

THE SIGNALS SUMMARY GRAPH
Social scientists have used the distribution of the 
bell curve (normal distribution) to classify stages  
of diffusion of innovation. For example, Everett 
Rogers, one of the founders of innovation theory,  
classified adopters of new innovations as innovators, 
early adopters, early majority, late majority, and 
laggards based on the distribution of the bell curve. 
We have also used the distribution of percentages  
in a bell curve to classify our signals into four  
categories from weak to strong. 



THE SURVEY DESIGN: WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FOR

Institute for the Future (IFTF) has a track record of anticipating and tracking some of the most 
substantial trends that have shaped daily life over the past 40 years. The emergence of com-
puting as a communications medium, the evolution of cell phone technology into a globally 
connected youth culture, the transformation of health care into a global health economy, and the 
rise of new practices of sustainability. The Signals Survey is designed to build on these historical 
forecasts by identifying new practices that represent the leading edge of innovation in trends that 
are already visible.

This year, the Signals Survey tracked a number of the same signals as the 2006 Signals Survey, 
but it also probed the edges of innovation with questions about personal avatars in online 
virtual worlds, about mobile health practices, sustainable medicine, new forms of political 
engagement, and the kinds of bonds that form so-called “new diasporas.” The survey included 
61 questions designed for analysis with structural equation modeling, as well as background 
questions on demographics for correlation with the responses to the main signal questions.

THE SURVEY RESPONDENTS: WHO THEY ARE

The survey was conducted online with 1000 U.S. adults aged 18 or older. Data were weighted 
so that the demographics of the sample match national population parameters: 48% were male 
and 52% were female. The age distribution includes 58% between 25 and 54, with 15% over 65. 
Sixty-seven percent worked full or part-time, either for an employer or self-employed. Sixty-two 
percent were married or living with a partner; households were composed of 2-5 people for 77% 
and were distributed across regions and urban-rural divisions to match the national population.

Just over half (54%) of respondents had completed some college education. Nearly half  (48%) 
described themselves as politically moderate, while 34% listed themselves as conservative 
and 18% as liberal. In terms of religion, 79% were Christian; 14% claimed no religion; the 
remainder included Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, and Hindu practitioners.

THE SURVEY ANALYSIS: MAPPING THE SIGNALS

One way to view the results of the survey is to treat each question as a signal and create a kind 
of “signal cloud” that shows the diffusion of key signals across the population. The map in this 

report is such an analysis. This map builds on the foundation of diffusion of innovation theory to 
identify lead innovators, early adopters, majority adaptation, and established practice. These cat-
egories correspond to a range of signal strengths, from weak to strong. In a world of uncertainty, 

clusters of many weak signals are often more useful than a few very strong signals.

In addition to the signals map, this year’s Ten-Year Forecast includes a new index 
for networked citizens that extends IFTF’s earlier networking IQ indexes to look 

specifically at how people are engaged in the world of civil society. For details, 
see “Civil Society: Networked Citizens” in this volume.

PULSE OF THE DECADE: 
2008 TEN-YEAR FORECAST SIGNALS SURVEY

History tells us that 
economic slowdowns are 
times when people clear 

the clutter from their 
lives. They not only gather 

up what’s important from 
the past, but they also 

set out in new directions. 
They reinvent their lives 

out of necessity or  
foresight. What they 
will value, what they 

will choose is often only 
partially visible as the 

old fixtures of daily life 
are discarded. But there 

are always early signals. 
This year’s Ten-Year 

Forecast Signals Survey 
is a guide to some of the 
choices that people will 
make—and are making 
today—as they reinvent 

themselves for the next 
cycle of prosperity.  

In the past decade, the personal computing and communication 
infrastructure of households in the United States has changed 
dramatically, with widespread diffusion of high-speed Internet, 
wireless access, gaming consoles, and even instant messaging. 
Mobile devices have surged, with 90% of respondents reporting 
that they own a mobile phone, while more than half have an MP3 
player. Still in the early-adopter stage are digital video record-
ers, mobile gaming devices, smart phones, and voice-over-IP 
(VOIP) services such as Skype or Vonage. The most important 
signal here is, of course, mobility. Personal infrastructure is no 
longer tied to the house, and the deep diffusion of mobile phones, 
together with the limited diffusion of smart phones at present, 
suggests a clear path for mobile computing and communications, 
as well as a more nomadic lifestyle. 

The so-called Web 2.0 applications that arose from the dust 
of the dot.com crash include some of the most interesting 
weak signals for the coming decade. In just two years since 
the last IFTF survey, many of the “sociability” practices have 
moved out of the lead innovator column and into the early 
adopter column. Even those that haven’t crossed the line yet 
have made huge gains—as much as a four-fold increase—in 
two years. Perhaps most interesting is the rapid evolution of 
life in online virtual worlds and Massively Multiplayer Online 
Games (MMOGs): nearly one-fifth of the population turns to 
these sources for friendship, identity, and escape from the 
worries of everyday reality. 

Online environments provide more feedback to individuals 
about who they are—individually as well as in groups. This 
feedback will become increasingly important in how people craft 
their individual and collective identities. Today, early adopters 
are tracking their health, their spending, and their music habits 
online, among others. These tracking behaviors link them to a 
world of strangers with whom they feel they share a bond. While 
traditional identity markers like politics and religion continue to 
create “imagined communities,” early adopters report they feel 
a bond with strangers who share their interests in art and music 
or who have the same health condition. In fact, music creates a 
bond for more people than any other shared interest—with 47% 
participating in imagined musical communities.

A diet of whole grains, lean meats, abundant vegetables, and 
fruit, in conjunction with 30 minutes of exercise 3 times a 
week, is widely perceived as a healthy lifestyle. With 52-72% 
of respondents citing variations of these guidelines as impor-
tant to health, we could cast them as conventional wisdom. 
Actual behaviors lag somewhat behind. Two patterns are par-
ticularly interesting here. First, the greatest lag is in vegetables, 

with only 17% eating the 4 or more servings of vegetables 
daily, while 69% say that 5-6 servings are important. Second, 
whole grains create a counter-case: 58% believe that half of 
daily carbohydrates should be whole grains, while 69% report 
that half of their daily carbohydrate intake is whole grains.  

Innovations in health care and ideals of healthy lifestyles have 
changed the places where people seek health care and health 
information. Once limited to doctors’ offices and hospitals, 
access to health products and services has opened up, laying 
the foundation for a new mobile health industry. Already, early 
adopters engage in a variety of mobile health practices, from 
seeking routine health care at grocery stores or malls (17%) 
to using mobile phones to find health information for products 
while actually shopping (24%). One weak signal to watch is 
the number of people who subscribe to a mobile service that 
provides health or nutrition information: 12% report this mobile 
health practice, which is comparable to the numbers for other 
leading-edge online activities like posting media online, using 
location-based services, maintaining a personal blog, and  
having an alternate family in an online virtual world. 

The world’s population is currently engaged in what many 
believe is possibly the largest migration in human history. 
For people living in the United States, migration patterns 
span the range from weak signals to practices that border on 
majority adaptation. Nearly half (43%) of respondents have 
migrated for work, while 38% have migrated to be closer to 
family. While only 18% have lived outside the United States 
(14% for work), 22% have family members who live outside 
the country. Some interesting weak signals to track: 7% have 
migrated for accessibility to health care; 6% have migrated  
to avoid or recover from a natural disaster, and 6% have  
migrated to live closer to people who share their political or  
religious views.

The 2006 Signals Survey showed that about half of the U.S. 
population was pursuing so-called sustainability lifestyles 
with a range of consumer and community behaviors. The 
2008 survey shows that these behaviors have rapidly diffused 
to about three-quarters of the population. For example,  
in 2006, 51% bought locally made products; in 2008 Survey, 
76% are buying local. The shift appears to be fueled by 
growing concern about climate change: 80% of survey 
respondents said they believe that global climate change is 
real and are concerned about the impacts on personal health 
(62%), on community health (65%), on biodiversity (70%), 
and on the human species (72%). An important weak signal 
to track here is the concern about the impact of medications 
on the environment: 14% have stopped using medications 
because of their environmental impacts.

THE BIG STORIES
PERSONAL INFRASTRUC-

PERSONAL & COLLECTIVE IDENTITIES

SUSTAINABLE BEHAVIORS

PERSONAL NUTRI-

GLOBAL MOBILITY

MOBILE 

NETWORK SOCIABILITY

© 2009 Institute for the Future. All rights reserved. All brands and trademarks remain the property 
of their respective owners. Reproduction is prohibited without written consent. SR-1218

A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE
The 2008 Signals Survey paints a picture of change and innovation in the American landscape. But many of the same signals 
are playing out somewhat differently around the world. Perhaps most importantly, countries of the Global South are beginning 
to speak with a distinct voice that is increasingly coordinated across regions, from Latin America to Southeast Asia and Africa. 
IFTF’s ethnographic research and expert workshops in the past year point to some signals of this new emerging voice.

OPEN SOURCE: THE OTHER PATH TO DEVELOPMENT

After decades of struggling under the debt of large-scale infrastructure projects that have not produced the 
return on investment they hoped for, countries in the Global South are looking to open-source solutions 
for everything from software and hardware to pharmaceuticals and agricultural technologies. Open-source 
strategies not only free these developing nations from the burden of license fees; they also support the 
development of local technological capacity—both people skills and tools. These competencies link to the 
behaviors called “Network Sociability” on our map.  Alliances around open source policies, standards, and 
technologies are one of the key forms of transregional cooperation that are helping the Global South act in 
a more coordinated fashion.  

YOUNG SCIENTISTS: SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY FOR THE SOCIAL GOOD

In expert workshops in developing countries, young scientists are not only focused on their personal  
careers or the success of their countries as new seats of technological proficiency. They are indeed 
focused on these goals, but in addition, they speak more often about the potential of science to solve 
pressing human problems, to address the issues of climate change, and in the case of Muslim countries, 
to realign science with the values of their religion. In effect, they are more likely to express a desire to do 
science for the social good. Also, in these countries, young scientists move more easily across positions in 
the university, private industry, and government—creating an opportunity for them to both influence policy 
and align the practice of science with policy.

E-HEALTH: NEW MODELS OF HEALTH CARE DELIVERY

Countries in the Global South have contended for decades with diseases of poverty—from societally debilitat-
ing infectious diseases like HIV/AIDS to high mortality rates due to the lack of basic health care. With the sur-
prising widespread diffusion of mobile phone technology, even into remote areas of Africa, India, and Southeast 
Asia, mobile health takes on new meanings in these nations. In particular, new e-health tools and practices that 
use mobile technology to provide remote health care in impoverished and isolated areas may actually become 
models for new forms of mobile health care in the industrialized nations of the Global North. While mobile 
health in the United States today is mostly driven by health consumers, innovators in the South are more often 
a tri-sector collaboration of government, business, and civil society organizations cooperating in a public health 
framework. How and where the two models of mobile health will meet is a question worth tracking.  

CLIMATE CHANGE: SUSTAINABILITY VS. SURVIVAL

There is a widespread perception in the Global North that people of the Global South are often too  
occupied with basic survival to care about environmental issues. But global climate change brings the 
issues of survival and environment starkly together for citizens of the South. It is among these most 
impoverished nations that the effects of climate change—from sudden disasters to long-term droughts 
and flooding—will be felt. And already, throughout these countries, we see signs of bottom-up concern as 
well as top-down policies aimed at understanding and mitigating climate change. Indonesia, for example, 
has become the first nation to make a formal pact with a northern nation (United Kingdom) to preserve its 
rainforests in exchange for carbon credits. Meanwhile, from Southeast Asia to Mexico, food riots focus on 
concerns that go beyond the cost of staple foods to include food toxicity from environmental degradation.




