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by Andrew Trabulsi

With her custom-made pink Kalash-
nikov strapped across her chest, 
Claudia Ochoa Felix, aka the Kim 
Kardashian of organized crime, 
holds her iPhone up for a selfie. The 
alleged sicaria (hitwoman) and moth-
er of three has thousands of follow-
ers, and Felix is happy to keep them 
entertained. Gaining infamy for an 
Instagram post featuring her young 
son blanketed in a pile of cash, Felix 
ensures the world sees only what she 
wants it to see. After all, it’s not just 
part of her image; it’s business. In a 
line of work dependent on the pro-
jection of power, criminals use social 
media to exude influence, intimidate 
rival gangs, and connect with their 
clients.

Through Twitter, Snapchat, and 
Telegram, narcotics kingpins and 
terrorists have become rock stars, 
establishing cult followings in an in-
dustry where identity is as important 
as violence. For these deviant actors, 
ambient communications technol-
ogy not only bolsters their images 
in front of a mass-audience, it also 
facilitates intimate connections that 
can be used to raise funds, coordi-
nate attacks, and target victims. Op-
erational logistics, once orchestrated 
by terrorists over coffee tables in safe 
houses, can now take place over the 
Sony PlayStation network.

Deviant Media for  
Fun and Profit
Deviant media confers legitimacy 
on criminal groups, terrorists, po-

litical activists, and insurgents by 
fetishizing illicit acts for an audi-
ence that considers them a form of 
reality entertainment. Tomorrow’s 
mosaic of ambient communications 
tools will increasingly enhance the 
capacities of criminals. What today is 
done on social media will tomorrow 
take place with real-time streaming, 
personal drones, voice-commanded 
Internet of Things devices, and com-
promised intelligent agents. 

Legitimate enterprises should 
take note of the way criminals come 
up with new ways to use communi-
cations technology. For example, in 
the same way a criminal organization 
might hack an Internet of Things sys-
tem to identify the highest value and 
softest targets, thus enabling them to 
plan attacks and execute their strate-
gies, a food manufacturing and pro-
cessing company might access the 
purchasing decisions of a household 
through a smart refrigerator to help 
them decide which markets to enter, 
or which products to develop.

Your Organization Can Learn 
From The Organization
Just like any organization, criminal 
enterprises need management prin-
ciples and operational guidelines. 
Today, terrorist recruitment is initi-
ated on social media and then moved 
to secure messaging applications like 
Telegram or Kik. Tomorrow, such 
activities could take place securely 
in an encrypted virtual or mixed-re-
ality meeting space. Why go to the 
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In Intimacy

spell might be broken. You might say 
the wrong thing. You might do the 
wrong thing. And worse, what if this 
person isn’t truly interested—what  
if this is a harmless glance, and 
you’re misreading the signal? Do 
you really want to be That Person? 
Of course you don’t. 

 Enter N2U. With N2U, you can 
instantly assess someone’s interest. 
Not sure if she’s staring at your face, 
or that mustard stain on your shirt? 
Now you know. Worried that she’s 
just being polite? Now you know. And 
if she’s N2U? You’ll be happy to find 
out for sure. 

 But N2U doesn’t end there. If you 
keep N2U going for the duration of 
your relationship, the system will 
learn your habits, your tics, your 
needs and desires, what turns you 
on, and what sets you off. And as N2U 
learns and adapts to your relation-
ship, it can tell you and your partner 
where you’re going wrong. Even bet-
ter, N2U can be extended to include 
other partners: with our Premium 
subscription plan, there is no limit to 
the number of people  you can add to 
your N2U group! 

 Now you have no excuse for not 
knowing that your words hurt some-
one: with our revolutionary heads-
up display and branded N2U smart-
suits, you’ll know instantly what kind 
of impact your words have. If you add 
haptic responses to your N2U sub-
scription, you’ll get a hug or a gut-
punch with each remark you make. 
Wonder if she’s feeling the frisson of 
unresolved sexual tension that you 
are? Now you’ll know!

 We’re not pretending that rela-
tionships are easy. We know they’re 
work. But we can make them easier. 
We can help you start the tough con-
versation. And we can help you feel 
the love. With N2U, you’ll be more 
present, more vital, and more aware 
within your own relationship. 

So. Are you into it? 

She’s just not that into you.

How often have you heard those 
words? We’ve all heard them at one 
time or another. And we’ve all said 
them to someone else in our lives. 

 It’s not easy, is it? Of course it’s 
not. It’s not easy for any of us. But 
what if there were a better way? 

 N2U is a revolutionary technolo-
gy that allows us to help you discov-
er who is available, and who isn’t, 
and how interested they really are. 
N2U takes basic metrics available 
across a variety of well-known and 
proven platforms, including but not 
limited to: 

• Pupil dilation
• Galvanic skin response
• Alpha/beta sine wave changes
• Skin temperature
• Siccadic eye movement
• Habitual data usage
• Biological data profiles
• Available social media avatars
• Networked possessions
• Networked appliances

 With data gleaned from all these
available sources, it’s possible for 
us divine the secrets to the ultimate 
mystery: how one person feels about 
another. How many times have you 
been in this situation? 

 You spot an attractive person 
across a crowded room. Your eyes 
meet. You both smile. But neither 
of you can move. If you move, the 
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Mexican Claudia Ochoa Felix, 29, is the alleged 
leader of a drug cartel hit squad called Los 
Ántrax, part of the violent Sinaloa Cartel. 
Thousands of people follow her on Instagram 
and Twitter, where she posts photos of a lavish 
lifestyle, often posing in a bikini and high heels.
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to confound their enemies. Secure 
communications are just as import-
ant for hitwomen as saleswomen. Just 
like Claudia Ochoa Felix, it’s import-
ant to have control over what infor-
mation is public, and what is private. 

The new world of ambient commu-
nications can be used to project pow-
er as well as design and carry out tac-
tics and operations. Whether you’re 
the jefe of a drug cartel, or a decision 
maker in a modern corporation, de-
veloping mastery of these technolo-
gies will be critical to organizational 
success in the future.

trouble and expense of flying to An-
kara and then getting smuggled into 
Syria, when radicalization and train-
ing can happen in a high-resolution 
metaverse?

The corporate world can follow 
suit. VoIP has already changed the 
nature of recruiting, allowing inter-
views to take place remotely. How 
will a mixed-reality world further 
change recruitment efforts? How 
might it change the way a sales team 
connects with clients?

Today, criminals use encryption 
applications like Telegram and PGP 

Through Twitter, 
Snapchat, 

and Telegram, 
narcotics kingpins 
and terrorists have 
become rockstars, 

establishing 
cult followings 
in an industry 

where identity 
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as violence and 
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